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Comet: Thelwerdicomes from the Greek 'komets', meaning “hairy one” a

descriptionthatxii:s the bright comets noticed by the ancients.

(Encylopaedia Britannica 2003) - .
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Appearances of large comets were regarded as atmospheric phenomena until
1577, when Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe proved that they were
celestial bodies. In the 17th century British scientist Isaac Newton
demonstrated that the movements of comets are subject to the same

laws that control the planets in their orbits.
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Comet: relatively small, icy celestial body revolving around the Sun. As a comet
approaches the Sun, ice begins to boil, releasing dust and gas from the rocky nucleus. The

dust and gas create tails millions of times larger than the nucleus. The tails of some comets

are.large enough and reflect enough Iight to be)visible from|Earth. By comparing the orbital
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